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Claims rise when the weather does not co-
operate. In an effort to minimize claims, we 
are bringing the following important infor-
mation to your attention. Share this with 
your employees as simple reminders they 
can take to aid in their safety during in-
clement weather. Let’s work towards recognizing 
and reducing claim exposure with some of the 
simple tips here: 
 
 Keep your hands free. - If you slip, your 

arms will help restore balance and enable 
you to land safely. 

 Wear proper footwear. - Wear a pair of 
boots that provide traction.  

 Approaching slick area of snow or ice. - 
Don't be afraid to explore the area with your 
toe to see how slippery it is before putting 
your full weight on the area. 

 Take small careful steps. - When getting 
out of a car, step carefully. 

 When possible, use handrails, handles 
or anything that will help you keep your 
balance.  
 
Remember that prevention is the best way 
to limit the occurrence of falls during icy 

conditions. Clear ice and snow from driveways, 
walkways, stairs and any area in which your staff 
or students travel. 
 
We are here to assist you with your claims. If 
you have any questions, please contact the 
Workers’ Compensation Department, Ellen 
Shaw, extension 3008, Connie Rogers, exten-
sion 3015, Karen Olsen, extension 3022 and 
Joan Madden, extension 3092. 
 

By Ellen Shaw 
NJSIG Workers’ Compensation Supervisor 

Preventing Falls in Winter Weather 
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Effective June 1, 2015, revised Hazardous Communication 
Standard 29 CFR 1910.200 require pictograms on labels to 
alert users of the chemical hazards to which they may be ex-
posed, bringing it into alignment with the United Nations 
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling 
of Chemicals. Each pictogram consists of a symbol on a 
white background framed with a red border and represents a 
distinct hazard. The pictogram on the label is determined by 
the chemical hazard classification.  
 
The Hazard Communication Standard requires the following 
elements on labels of hazardous chemicals: 
 Name, address and telephone number of the chemical 

manufacturer, importer or other responsible party.  
 Product Identifier is how the hazardous chemical is iden-

tified.  
 Signal words are used to indicate the relative level of se-

verity of the hazard and alert the reader to a potential hazard on the label.  
 Hazard Statements describe the nature of the hazard of a chemical, including, where appropri-

ate the degree of hazard. 
 Precautionary Statements describe recommended measures that should be taken to minimize 

or prevent adverse effects resulting from exposure to the hazardous chemical or improper stor-
age or handling. 

 Supplementary Information. 
 

Employers are responsible for maintaining the labels on the containers, including but not limited to 
tanks, totes and drums. This means that the labels must be maintained on chemicals in a manner 
which continues to be legible and the pertinent information does not get defaced or removed in any 
way. Employers must train their employees to ensure their employees are fully aware of the hazards 
of the chemicals used. Employees must have immediate access to all of the information about the 
hazards of the chemicals.  
 

By Terry Barlow 
NJSIG Senior Loss Control Representative 

PEOSHA Hazardous Chemical Labeling Requirements 
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After Hours Security 

H ow will your school district score with a 
complete security audit of the building 
and grounds? The security of the public 

schools in New Jersey remains a work in pro-
gress. School districts throughout the state and 
across the country have made large scale im-
provements with access control and other perti-
nent security issues. For example, on a typical 
school day it has become very difficult to gain 
access through the main entrance of the school 
building. There are video cameras and access 
control systems in place to prevent unauthorized 
access. These are all good and effective tools in 
the overall security plan. Problems develop when 
people are permitted to override the system. 
How does this happen? A well-dressed man or 
woman approaches the main entrance of a typi-
cal school building and pushes the access con-
trol buzzer and announces to the person on the 
other end, “I am here to see Mr. Smith, the 5th 
grade teacher”. The person on the other end will 
typically allow access into the building with ex-
plicit instructions for the visitor to report directly 
to the main office. The door is buzzed open re-
motely and a potential threat has now entered 
the school building. How does your district con-
trol what this person does or even where they 
go? Does your school have a policy in place to 
verify that the person even has a pre-scheduled 
appointment?  
 
Another issue related to access control is after 
the typical school day ends and the person moni-
toring the access control system may have left 
for the day. How do visitors gain access to 
school buildings after hours? This is a major con-
cern and question that must be integrated into 
school security plans. Many times after 3 pm 

front doors are open, 
rear doors into and 
out of the gym are 
chocked open for 
sports teams and 
other after school activities. Visitors on site are 
allowed access to use the bathrooms, etc. Do 
your own students hold a rear door open for a 
visitor upon request? This happens very fre-
quently. The security situation is just as im-
portant after hours as it is during regular school 
hours.  
 
Key points to remember: 
 
 Access control is as it is worded, control.  

The school district must control and super-
vise access into and out of the school build-
ings. 

 Review and revise, if necessary, the after 
school hours aspect of your security pro-
gram. 

 All staff must be trained in all aspects of 
your security program. When staff members 
are found to be non-compliant with estab-
lished protocol, it is time to re-train and re-
view security concerns. 

 Local police departments should be in-
volved in every aspect of the security pro-
gram.  

 Review and test your security plan as often 
as possible. When weaknesses or deficien-
cies are identified, follow through to mini-
mize or eliminate the issue. 

 
By Terry Barlow 

NJSIG Senior Loss Control Representative 


